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bill H.R. 3076, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 4959. Ms. ERNST submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill H.R. 3076, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 4960. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1216, to extend the temporary 
scheduling order for fentanyl-related sub-
stances; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 4961. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 3076, to provide stability to 
and enhance the services of the United 
States Postal Service, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4962. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 3076, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 4963. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 3076, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 4964. Mrs. CAPITO submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill H.R. 3076, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 4965. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 3076, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 4966. Mr. TOOMEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 3076, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 4967. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 3076, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 4968. Mr. SCOTT of Florida submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 3076, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4969. Mr. SCOTT of Florida submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 3076, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4956. Mr. BARRASSO (for himself 
and Mr. RISCH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 3076, to provide sta-
bility to and enhance the services of 
the United States Postal Service, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. llll. FERC APPLICATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The following policy 
statements issued by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission shall have no force 
or effect until the date described in sub-
section (b): 

(1) The updated policy statement entitled 
‘‘Updated Policy Statement on Certification 
of New Interstate Natural Gas Facilities’’ 
(Docket No. PL18–1–000 (February 18, 2022)). 

(2) The interim policy statement entitled 
‘‘Consideration of Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
in Natural Gas Infrastructure Project Re-
views’’ (Docket No. PL21–3–000 (February 18, 
2022)). 

(b) DATE DESCRIBED.—The date referred to 
in subsection (a) is the later of— 

(1) the date on which the Electric Reli-
ability Organization (as defined in section 
215(a) of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 
824o(a)) certifies that disruption to pipeline 
natural gas supplies does not pose material 
risk to power system reliability in any sea-

son of the year in the territory served by any 
regional reliability entity, including the 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council, 
the Midwest Reliability Organization, the 
Texas Reliability Entity, and the Northeast 
Power Coordinating Council; and 

(2) the date on which, as determined by the 
Administrator of the Energy Information 
Administration, prices for natural gas and 
wholesale electricity do not exceed, for not 
fewer than 3 successive calendar quarters, 
the average of prices for natural gas and 
wholesale electricity that were in effect for 
calendar years 2018, 2019, and 2020. 

(c) REQUIREMENT TO TIMELY PROCESS FERC 
APPLICATIONS.—Unless and until the condi-
tions described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
subsection (b) are met, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission shall timely process 
applications under section 3(e) and section 7 
of the Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 717b(e), 
717f) pursuant to the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission 1999 Policy Statement on 
the Certification of New Interstate Natural 
Gas Facilities (Docket No. PL99–3–000 (Sep-
tember 15, 1999)). 

(d) RIGHT TO SEEK RELIEF.—Any party ag-
grieved by the failure of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission to process an appli-
cation described in subsection (c) in a rea-
sonable time period may seek equitable re-
lief in any Federal court of competent juris-
diction. 

SA 4957. Mr. BARRASSO submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill H.R. 3076, to provide 
stability to and enhance the services of 
the United States Postal Service, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

TITLE ll—ENERGY SECURITY 
SEC. ll01. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Energy Se-
curity Cooperation with Allied Partners in 
Europe Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. ll02. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to reduce the dependency of allies and 

partners of the United States on Russian en-
ergy resources, especially natural gas, in 
order for those countries to achieve lasting 
and dependable energy security; 

(2) to condemn the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation for, and to deter that gov-
ernment from, using its energy resources as 
a geopolitical weapon to coerce, intimidate, 
and influence other countries; 

(3) to improve energy security in Europe 
by increasing access to diverse, reliable, and 
affordable energy; 

(4) to promote energy security in Europe 
by working with the European Union and 
other allies of the United States to develop 
liberalized energy markets that provide di-
versified energy sources, suppliers, and 
routes; 

(5) to continue to strongly oppose the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline based on its detrimental 
effects on the energy security of the Euro-
pean Union and the economy of Ukraine and 
other countries in Central Europe through 
which natural gas is transported; and 

(6) to support countries that are allies or 
partners of the United States by expediting 
the export of energy resources from the 
United States. 
SEC. ll03. NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANI-

ZATION. 
The President should direct the United 

States Permanent Representative on the 
Council of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (in this title referred to as ‘‘NATO’’) 
to use the voice and influence of the United 

States to encourage NATO member coun-
tries, including the United States, to work 
together to achieve energy security for those 
countries and countries in Europe and Eur-
asia that are partners of NATO. 
SEC. ll04. TRANSATLANTIC ENERGY STRATEGY. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States and other 
NATO member countries should explore 
ways to ensure that NATO member countries 
diversify their energy supplies and routes in 
order to enhance their energy security, in-
cluding through the development of a trans-
atlantic energy strategy. 

(b) TRANSATLANTIC ENERGY STRATEGY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development and 
the Secretary of Energy, shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a 
transatlantic energy strategy, to be pre-
sented to NATO— 

(A) to enhance the energy security of 
NATO member countries and countries that 
are partners of NATO; and 

(B) to increase exports of energy from the 
United States to such countries. 

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
the House of Representatives. 
SEC. ll05. EXPEDITED APPROVAL OF EXPOR-

TATION OF NATURAL GAS TO 
UNITED STATES ALLIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3(c) of the Nat-
ural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 717b(c)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ before ‘‘For pur-
poses’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘nation with which there is 
in effect a free trade agreement requiring na-
tional treatment for trade in natural gas’’ 
and inserting ‘‘foreign country described in 
paragraph (2)’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) A foreign country described in this 

paragraph is— 
‘‘(A) a nation with which there is in effect 

a free trade agreement requiring national 
treatment for trade in natural gas; 

‘‘(B) a member country of the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization; 

‘‘(C) subject to paragraph (3), Japan; and 
‘‘(D) any other foreign country if the Sec-

retary of State, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Defense, determines that expor-
tation of natural gas to that foreign country 
would promote the national security inter-
ests of the United States. 

‘‘(3) The exportation of natural gas to 
Japan shall be deemed to be consistent with 
the public interest pursuant to paragraph (1), 
and applications for such exportation shall 
be granted without modification or delay 
under that paragraph, during only such pe-
riod as the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation 
and Security, signed at Washington January 
19, 1960, and entered into force June 23, 1960 
(11 UST 1632; TIAS 4509), between the United 
States and Japan, remains in effect.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to applications for the authorization to ex-
port natural gas under section 3 of the Nat-
ural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 717b) that are pending 
on, or filed on or after, the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

SA 4958. Ms. ERNST submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:46 Mar 03, 2022 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00034 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A02MR6.015 S02MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S955 March 2, 2022 
her to the bill H.R. 3076, to provide sta-
bility to and enhance the services of 
the United States Postal Service, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of section 101, add the fol-
lowing: 

(e) STUDYING IMPACT ON MEDICARE PART B 
PREMIUMS AND PREVENTING ANY SIGNIFICANT 
INCREASE IN MEDICARE PART B PREMIUMS.— 

(1) STUDY AND REPORTS.— 
(A) STUDY.—The Chief Actuary of the Cen-

ters for Medicare & Medicaid Services Office 
of the Actuary (referred to in this subsection 
as the ‘‘Chief Actuary’’) shall study the po-
tential impact of the implementation of the 
provisions of, and amendments made by, this 
section (other than this subsection) on 
monthly premiums under part B of title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1395j et seq.). 

(B) PRE-IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not 
later than January 1, 2025, the Chief Actuary 
shall submit to Congress a report containing 
the results of the study conducted under sub-
paragraph (A). 

(C) ONGOING REPORTS ON PREMIUM IMPACT.— 
Not later than the date on which the Chief 
Actuary determines the monthly actuarial 
rate for enrollees age 65 and over in each of 
2037 through 2042 for the succeeding calendar 
year according to section 1839(a)(1) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395r(a)(1)), the 
Chief Actuary shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the amount of any projected increase 
in monthly premiums under such part B for 
such succeeding calendar year as a result of 
the implementation of the provisions of, and 
amendments made by, this section (other 
than this subsection). 

(2) PREVENTING ANY SIGNIFICANT INCREASE 
IN PART B PREMIUMS.—Section 1839(a) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395r(a)) is 
amended— 

(A) in the second sentence of paragraph (1), 
by striking ‘‘and (7)’’ and inserting ‘‘(7), and 
(8)’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8)(A) For each applicable year (as defined 

in subparagraph (C)), the Secretary shall re-
duce the amount of the monthly premium 
otherwise established under paragraph (3) for 
applicable enrollees by the amount the Sec-
retary determines necessary to ensure that 
any increase in monthly premiums under 
this part for such enrollees as a result of the 
implementation of the provisions of, and 
amendments made by, section 101 of the 
Postal Service Reform Act of 2022 (other 
than subsection (e) of such section) is less 
than the applicable amount for such year. 

‘‘(B) In this paragraph, the term ‘applica-
ble amount’ means, with respect to an appli-
cable year, $15, increased by the percentage 
increase in the consumer price index for all 
urban consumers (U.S. city average) for the 
period beginning with July 2022 and ending 
with July of the year preceding the year in-
volved. Any amount determined under the 
preceding sentence which is not a multiple of 
$1 shall be rounded to the nearest multiple of 
$1 (or, if it is a multiple of 50 cents but not 
a multiple of $1, to the next higher multiple 
of $1). 

‘‘(C) In this paragraph, the term ‘applica-
ble year’ means any year (beginning with 
2038 and ending with 2043) with respect to 
which the projected increase in monthly pre-
miums under this part for the year (as re-
ported under section 101(e)(1)(C) of the Postal 
Service Reform Act of 2022) as a result of the 
implementation of the provisions of, and 
amendments made by, section 101 of such 
Act (other than subsection (e) of such sec-
tion) would result in monthly premiums 
under this part increasing by the applicable 
amount for such year or more. 

‘‘(D) In this paragraph, the term ‘applica-
ble enrollee’ means, with respect to an appli-
cable year, an individual who is not subject 
to a reduction in a premium subsidy pursu-
ant to subsection (i) for months in such 
year.’’. 

SA 4959. Ms. ERNST submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill H.R. 3076, to provide sta-
bility to and enhance the services of 
the United States Postal Service, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. 210. REPORT ON SAVINGS BY POLITICAL 

COMMITTEES DUE TO NONPROFIT 
MAILING DISCOUNTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3626(e) of title 39, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(3) Not later than 30 days after the last 
day of each fiscal year, the Postal Service 
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs of the 
Senate and the Committee on Oversight and 
Reform of the House of Representatives a re-
port that details the amount that each of the 
following political committees saved during 
the fiscal year by paying the discounted 
rates for qualified nonprofit organizations 
under paragraph (1): 

‘‘(A) The Democratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee. 

‘‘(B) The Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee. 

‘‘(C) The National Republican Congres-
sional Committee. 

‘‘(D) The National Republican Senatorial 
Committee.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 3626(e)(2)(A) of title 39, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Republican and’’ and in-
serting ‘‘National Republican Senatorial 
Committee, the’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘Committees’’ and inserting 
‘‘Committee’’; and 

(3) by striking ‘‘National Congressional’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Congressional Campaign’’. 

SA 4960. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 1216, to extend the 
temporary scheduling order for 
fentanyl-related substances; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

In section 2, strike ‘‘by striking ‘May 6, 
2021’ and inserting ‘July 6, 2022’ ’’ and insert 
the following: ‘‘by striking ‘March 11, 2022’ 
and inserting ‘May 11, 2023’ ’’. 

SA 4961. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 3076, to provide 
stability to and enhance the services of 
the United States Postal Service, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. 210. REPORT ON ELECTRIC VEHICLES. 

Not later than 45 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Postal Service shall 
submit to Congress a report analyzing— 

(1) costs to the Postal Service of acquiring 
and operating electric vehicles versus inter-
nal combustion vehicles over the next 20 
years, including assumptions about the price 
of electricity and gasoline; and 

(2) any barrier to transitioning to a fleet of 
electric vehicles that exists for the Postal 
Service but does not exist, or does not exist 
to the same degree, for the competitors of 
the Postal Service that are currently pur-
chasing electric vehicles. 

SA 4962. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 3076, to provide 
stability to and enhance the services of 
the United States Postal Service, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. 210. PURCHASE OF NEXT GENERATION DE-

LIVERY VEHICLES. 
In carrying out the Next Generation Deliv-

ery Vehicle contract awarded to Oshkosh De-
fense on February 23, 2021, the Postal Service 
may purchase not more than— 

(1) 200 internal combustion engine vehicles 
during fiscal year 2022; 

(2) 1,000 internal combustion engine vehi-
cles during fiscal year 2023; and 

(3) 1,000 internal combustion engine vehi-
cles during fiscal year 2024. 

SA 4963. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 3076, to provide 
stability to and enhance the services of 
the United States Postal Service, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. RURAL POST OFFICES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 404(d) of title 39, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘post of-
fice,’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘post of-
fice and, with respect to a determination to 
close a post office in a rural area, as defined 
by the Census Bureau, including such a post 
office that has been damaged or completely 
destroyed by fire, prior to making the deter-
minations required by paragraph (4),’’; 

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘sub-
section.’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection and, 
with respect to a determination to close a 
post office located in a rural area, as defined 
by the Census Bureau, including such a post 
office that has been damaged or completely 
destroyed by fire, a summary of the deter-
minations required under paragraph (4).’’; 

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), and 
(6) as paragraph (5), (6), and (7), respectively; 

(4) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) The Postal Service may not make a 
determination under subsection (a)(3) to 
close a post office located in a rural area, as 
defined by the Census Bureau, including such 
a post office that has been damaged or com-
pletely destroyed by fire, unless the Postal 
Service— 

‘‘(A)(i) determines that postal customers 
served by the post office would continue 
after the closing to receive substantially 
similar access to essential items, such as 
prescription medications and time-sensitive 
communications, that are sent through the 
mail; or 

‘‘(ii) takes action to substantially amelio-
rate any projected reduction in access to es-
sential items described in clause (i); and 

‘‘(B) determines that— 
‘‘(i) businesses located in the community 

served by the post office would not suffer 
substantial financial loss as a result of the 
closing; 

‘‘(ii) any economic loss to the community 
served by the post office as a result of the 
closing does not exceed the cost to the Post-
al Service of not closing the post office; 

‘‘(iii) the area served by the post office has 
adequate access to wired broadband internet 
service, as identified on the National 
Broadband Map of the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration; and 
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